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S frequent mention is made in public papers
A from Europe of the fuccefs of the Philadelphia
experiment for drawing the eletric fire from
elouds by means of pointed rods of iron erected on high
buildings, &¢. it may be agreeable to the curious to be in-
formed that the fame experiment has {ucceeded in Philadel-
phia, though made in a different and more eafy manner,
which is as follows :

Make a fmall crofs of two light ftrips of cedar, the
arms fo long as to reach to the four corners of a large
thin filk handkerchief when extended ; tie the corners of
the handkerchief to the extremities of the crofs, fo you
have the body of a kite; which being properly accom-
modated with a tail, loop, and firing, will rife in the air,
like thofe made of paper ; but this being of filk, is fitter
to bear the wet and wind of a thunder-guft without tear-
ing. To the top of the upright ftick of the crofs is to
be fixed a very fharp pointed wire, rifing a foot or more

above
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above the wood. To the end of the twine, next the
hand, is to be tied a filk ribbon, and where the filk and
twine join, a key may be faftened. This kite is to be
raifed when a thunder guft appears to be coming on, and
the perfon who holds the ftring muft ftand within a door
or window, or under fome cover, fo that the filk ribbon
may not be wet ; and care muft be taken that the twine
does not touch the frame of the door or window. As
foon as any of the thunder clouds come over the kite, the
pointed wire will draw the electric fire from them, and
the kite, with all the twine, will be ele@rified, and the
loofe filaments of the twine will ftand out every way, and
be attracted by an approaching finger. And when the rain
has wet the kite and twine, fo that it can condu& the
electric fire frecly, you will find it fiream out plentifully
from the key on the approach of your knuckle. At this
key the phial may be charged ; and from ele@ric fire thus
obtained, {pirits may be kindled, and all the other ele@ric
experiments be performed, which are ufually done by the
help of a rubbed glafs globe or tube, and thereby the fame-
nefs of the eletric matter with that of lightening com-
pletely demonttrated,

B. F,



